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Amendment to tfrt» Claims 

In the claims, please replace the claims with the following, per Rule 121(c), as 
presented in the preliminary amendment filed with the application: 

1-61. (Canceled) 



to a user, the method comprising: 

(a) offering a rebate to the user in consideration for pe r fo r manc e of an 
obligation - of a s pe cifi e d reba te tr ansa c tion, wh e r e in : 



product or service that the user has already purchased: and 

(2) pe r formanc e of the obligation includ e s p erformanc e by the 
user of-an -performing a physical a ction intended to l e gally bind si gnify t he 
user being le gally bound to the agreement; 

(b) receiving information from the user confirming performance of the 
obliga fc i o i i physical action: and 

(c) upon receiving the information confirming performance of the 
physical action signifying a greement by the user to accept the additional obligation 
related to the product or service p e rforman c e of th e obligation , electronically 
transmitting si gnals through the Internet sufficient to a ctivate ITing]] generation of 
a rebate coupon at a user te rmina fgrijateLaccessible to the user, the rebate coupon 
including a medium bearing trusted indicia of payment obligation to the bearer of 
the medium. 

63. (Currently amended) The method of claim 62 wherein the action 
intended to l e gally bind-signify a greement by t he user includes removing opaque material 
from a tangible medium to reveal a code printed thereon. 

64. (Previously presented) The method of claim 63 wherein the code is a 
registration code accompanying a product purchased by the user. 



62, (Currently amended) 



A method for electronically transmitting a rebate 



to accept 
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65. (Previously presented) The method of claim 63 wherein the tangible 
medium includes text warning the user of consequences associated with uncovering the 
code. 

66. (Previously presented) The method of claim 62 wherein: 

(a) the rebate coupon is generated by printing on a general-purpose 
printer accessible to the user; and 

(b) the trusted indicia consists substantially of substantially nonmagnetic 
visual indicia formed on a plain paper medium by the printer, the indicia 
including: 

(1) identification of a financial account containing funds of the 
rebate; and 

(2) an amount of funds that are authorized to be drawn from the 
financial account as the rebate. 

67. (Previously presented) The method of claim 66 wherein the indicia 
further includes identification of the user as payee of the rebate. 

68. (Previously presented) The method of claim 66 wherein the indicia 
further includes identification of an entity that controls funds of the financial account. 

69. (Previously presented) The method of claim 66 wherein the indicia 
further includes security markings that are configured to change appearance when 
optically duplicated. 

70. (Currently amended) The method of claim 66 wherein printing 
comprises: 

(a) coupling a server of an intermediary entity to a_personal computer 
adjacent to the use r terminal; 

(b) transmitting a n autho r ization code to the use r's computey ter minal to 
signify authorization of p ayment of the rebate to the user; and 

(c) relaying th e autho r iza t ion c ode f r om t h e user ter minal to th e serv e r 
t o signify submission of the re ba te by t h e us e r; and 

(d) printing the financial instrument under control of the server upon 

acceptance of the authorization code by the intermediary entity. 

71 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 70 wherein: 
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(a) activating printing further comprises downloading software from the 
server to the use r's compute r terminal to signify a guarantee by the intermediary 
of the availability of the funds; and 

(b) the software is configured to cause the printer to print the rebate 
coupon during operation of the software at the use r's computer ter minal . 

72. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the software is 
further configured to allow only a single copy of the rebate coupon to be printed on the 
printer* 

73. (Currently amended) The method of claim 71 wherein[[;]] 

(a) the se c ond user terminal im p lements f unctions o f a web brows e r; and 

(b) the software executes within a run-time environment of [[the] J a web 

browser. 

74. (Previously presented) The method of claim 70 wherein: 

(a) the intermediary entity controls funds of the financial account, 
including funds of the rebate that are to be transmitted to the user; and 

(b) the indicia further includes identification of the intermediary entity. 

75. (Currently amended) The method of claim 70 fu r th e r c omprising 
transmitting, from th e first l e iminal unit to th e serv e r o f th e int e rm e diary e n t i t y, 
iden t ification of th e paym e n t signifi e d by t h e t ransmission of th e au t ho r isa t ion c ode, 
wherein the intermediary entity accepts the authorization code f r om the second ter minal 
tttritonly if: 

(a) the authorization code corresponds to [f theJI an identification of the 
payment received by the server of the intermedia te entity: and 

(b) the intermediary entity has not previously permitted printing of the 
rebate coupon. 

76. (Currently amended) The method of claim 62 further comprising: 

(a) maintaining a list of payments of funds that one or more payees are 
authorized to draw, and have not yet drawn, from funds of the r e ba t e i n [[the]] a 
financial account; and 

(b) after presentation of the rebate coupon financial instrumen t to a 
financial institution, permitting the user to draw the amount of f unds indicated by 

Serial No. 09/741,136 Page 4 

PAGE 4/9 * RCVD AT 6J1CW005 3:59:12 PM [Eastern DayDght Time] ' SVR:USPT0^ FXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729305 * CSfD:430 948 3387 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):02-36 



JUN- 10-2005 13:57 LAW OFFICES 



480 948 3387 P. 05/09 



the rebate coupon from the financial account only if the rebate coupon and payee 
matches and entry on the l ist of payments i ndicatea thai the mer is authoriz e d to 
draw, and has no t ye t d r awn, the f unda . 

77. (Currently amended) A method for providing a rebate to a user, the 
method comprising: 

(a) offering a rebate to the user in consideration for the user's agreement 
to accept p erformanc e of an additional obligation [[of]] with respect to a specifi e d 
re ba te tr ansa ct ion product or service that the user has already purchased; 

(b) providing a tangible medium with opaque material covering a 
registration code printed on the medium; 

(c) warning the user that uncovering the registration code [[and]] will 
cause generationf[ng|] of a coupon using that i c giatialiuu cod e will hav e c e rtain 
cons e quenc e s and signify the user's consent to be legally bound to the agreement; 
and 

(d) upon receiving the registration code from the user, generating a rebate 
coupon including a medium bearing trusted indicia of payment obligation to the 
bearer of the medium. 

78. (Previously presented) The method of claim 77 wherein: 

(a) the rebate coupon is generated by printing on a general-purpose 
printer accessible to the user; and 

(b) the trusted indicia consists substantially of substantially nonmagnetic 
visual indicia formed on a plain paper medium by the printer/ the indicia 
including: 

(1) identification of a financial account containing funds of the 
rebate; and 

(2) an amount of funds that are authorized to the drawn from the 
financial account as the rebate. 

79. (Currently amended) The method of claim 77 further comprising: 

(a) maintaining a list of payments of funds that one or more payees are 
authorized to draw, and have not yet drawn, from funds of th e re ba t e in [[the]] & 
financial account; and 
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(b) after presentation of the financial ins tr umen t rebate coupon t o a 
financial institution, permitting the user to draw the funds indicated by the rebate 
coupon from the financial account only if the list indicates that the user is 
authorized to draw, and has not yet drawn, the funds, 
80-86. (Canceled) 

87. (Currently amended) ffAH The method of claim 77 wherein the 
agreement to accept an additional obligation c omprises the user's agreement to provide 
for making -p aymen t fo r piecework, the m et hod c omprising : 

(a) having a us e r provid e electronic work prodtictr*rtd 

fb) pr oviding paymen t to the user in e xchang e for - th e e l e c t ronic work 

product by ac t iva t ir t g - gen er a t ion of a re ba te e ou p on a t a use r te rminal acc e ssibl e 

to the user, the r e ba te coupon including a m e dium b e aring tr us t ed indicia of 

paym e n t-o bliga t i o n to th e bear er of th e- medium . 

88- (Currently amended) The method of claim 87 wherein theuser^g 
agreement to provide[[sJ] electronic work product [[by]J comprises uploading the work 
product to an FTP site of an entity desiring piecewor k performed by a plurality of remote 
user e m p loy er making th e paym e nt 

89. (Previously presented) The method of claim 87 wherein: 

(a) the rebate coupon is generated by printing on a general-purpose 
printer accessible to the user; and 

(b) the trusted indicia consists substantially of substantially nonmagnetic 
visual indicia formed on a plain paper medium by the printer, the indicia 
including: 

(1) identification of a financial account containing funds of the 
rebate; and 

(2) an amount of funds that are authorized to the drawn from the 
financial account as the rebate. 

90. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[87]] 89 further comprising: 
(a) maintaining a list of payments of funds that one or more payees are 

authorized to draw, and have not yet drawn, from funds of the r e bat e-in [[the}]a 
financial account; and 
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(b) after presentation of the financial ins t rum e n t -rebate coupon to a 
financial institution, permitting the user to draw the funds indicated by the rebate 
coupon from the financial account only if the list indicates that the user is 
authorized to draw, and has not yet drawn, the funds. 

91 . (New) The method of claim 62 wherein the additional obligation comprises 
the user giving up a right to return a product that the user has already purchased. 

92. (New) The method of claim 62 wherein the additional obligation comprises 
the user agreeing to continue a service that the user has already purchased for at least as 
long as a specified length of time. 

93. (New) The method of claim 77 wherein the additional obligation comprises 
the user giving up a right to return a product that the user has already purchased. 

94. (New) The method of claim 77 wherein the additional obligation comprises 
the user agreeing to continue a service that the user has already purchased for at least as 
long as a specified length of time. 
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